The Family of Nations
States in Opposition
Thus there are two distinguishable aspects of the
existing situation and two opposing views of what
ought to be the relation between peoples. Some of
the facts of the present situation undoubtedly support
the traditional idea that each Government works
against foreigners. Every Government is preparing
what is called "defence"; and although no Govern-
ment would attack or be "agressive," the "defence"
of each is clearly directed against the "defence" of the
other. From this point of view it is an advantage to
one Government or nation if the "defences" of the
other are reduced. The Peace Treaties of 1919 and the
following year were designed to give this advantage
to the victors in the Great War by disarming the
defeated. In the mythology of politics, clearly, no victor
admits that he is reducing other nations' "defences."
They are called for this purpose "means of aggression."
It is seriously believed by the majority in each nation
that no other nation requires "defences" against their
armaments; and, therefore, if another nation is pro-
vided with what for "us" would be "defences" it
must clearly be for some sinister purpose 1 The French
Government, for example, since 1919 has never
admitted that the Versailles Treaty reduced Germany's
"defences," because Germany could not need "de-
fences" if France never attacks but only defends her-
self. In any case, in practice each Government aims
at reducing the other's "defences,** even at a dis-
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